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pid and puriform fluid, with heat and soreness, anil occupying the 
neck and upper part of the thorax and shoulders There <L° t 
appearances of disordered first passages. 

A mixture of one part of pulverized rhubarb and two of carbo 
nate of magnesia, rubbed in treacle, taken morning and evening suf 
ficent to procure two or three evacuations daily! in the cou^e of 
tJiree weeks caused the eruption to disappear, and the skin i 
= oot„. NO externa, application » 

der h °' h ' m ' 

f„r a papular eruption covering nearly die whole stwfhcc oTthe 

eiSm e r d t Cn M elj tHat ° f ‘ he - youn S C5t - The heat and itching were 
extremely troublesome, particularly durin" the nie-ht w T i 

of ineffectual treatment had previously been r f , P 'T 

direction of the physicians in his vicinify T i r the 

ing «quid were administered th e tilfdaikln aT "V 0 """' 
"““f* nri ' r * primary aggraktion ef ."ereS 

towcii^o 1 '!| l | the*imlfi 11 Sl *ty, o( g°°*l general health, aceas- 

nth tol. fritm December 

* ». ~ 
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and had the solutions of acetate of lead and muriate of ammonia ap¬ 
plied to the affected limb. From the whole course of these remedies, 
occupying a month, I could not perceive the least benefit. I had 
urged him repeatedly to curtail his generous diet, but he conformed 
very poorly to my request It became, therefore, necessary for me 
either to discontinue my visits to him, or to persuade him to comply 
strictly with the proposed course of regimen. Although I was not 
then so fully convinced as at present, that in the fluctuations ol ex¬ 
ternal and internal disease, that of the skin might so utterly absorb 
the whole morbid action as to leave the digestive organs free from 
apparent disorder, yet I gave him all the assurance I dared, that if 
he would enter upon the prescribed course of diet, he might hope 
very soon to be freed from his trouble. 

In reply, he laid it down as a principle, warranted by plain com¬ 
mon sense, that while his taste was natural, his tongue clean, his 
stomach free from oppression, flatulence, acidity, and all uneasiness, 
his appetite strongs and his bowels in a natural state, he was unable 
to perceive any use in the proposed course of self-denial. To gratify 
my wishes, however, lie would consent for a season to its adoption. 
He then restricted himself to such a course of aliment substantially 
as is accordant w ith our most approved authors of the present day on 
that subject, including an entire omission of cider and fermented li¬ 
quors, and, without any modification of the medicinal course, he was 
quite well within two weeks. 

Remarks. —The above case disclosed to me experimentally two 
facts w orthy of observation and remembrance, viz. the couq arative 
importance of the hygienic and therapeutic measures employed, and 
the mode in which morbid action of the cutis may so absorb the in¬ 
ternal disorder of the digestive organs as to allow them to carry on 
their functions without any manifest disturbance. In the younger 
members of our profession, it needs both firmness of nerve, and de¬ 
cision of opinion, to persevere in a course of diet and medicine when 
the patient thinks it unnecessary, and in violation of plain common 
sense. 


Case IV .—January 22(7, 1823. Capt. H. II. aged eighty-six years, 
had for thirty years been troubled w ith ulcers upon the legs, accom¬ 
panied with a cutaneous eruption gradually increasing to this time. 
For ten or fifteen years past he had been unable to labour, since 
which, his disorder had increased more rapidly. Both legs were now’ 
enormously swelled, hard, livid, hot, itching intolerably, covered 
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sVrfa^c^v^ieneA'er^ircy^'fc,oH'^and agglwaM^j^aruf ^ Cad | Cr y 

anJ^c^rowlltZrred ^ "'f ^ P^^ard,' 

l*e had but little rest t II the laUer nfr r^f S ° . hot and P ai “ ful that 
disturbances kept up in the ' Sl° f 1'* ^ wh ?" *<“ febrile 
able to sleep till nine or ten in tho 1,011 0r ^ ans subsiding, lie was 
sling, temperately, three tiroes a davT"'^ 1Ie ,la<1 takc ' 1 bra ndy 
had doubtless taken sp riu lre o tW6nt ^ ears at least, and 

r> - -inch he ::z :z; ° ietn r sincc tl,e rev ° ,uti ^ 

three times a day with such •,/ * . " a - ys catcn meat two or 

to see on the T ™ “?*««» 

he had had a diarrhcca, for which in or armcya J or so,ne time past 

evening. „ c had follow^ no ^7/"^ f beC " take, ‘ CV «7 
proved effectual. Acetate of lead with h " ™ tbat l,ad 

nia, and various kinds of poultices had I anUm ’ munate of ammo- 
plications employed. P ’ d becn amon S lhe topical ap- 

aud much hesitation !m "lilTiTlt of 't| 3 and j f x P , anations on my part, 
with the terms which I proposed in r* - patient ’ w,let her to comply 
send me home without I 3’ ** **? <”* to 

tirely to suspend the brandy, cider and oniun hlm en " 

self exclusively to rice, cracker. miS T ’ t0 COnf,ne hi ^ 
and other articles of a similar kind C™ ' bread and niilk, 

made to the limbs. ‘ S * L on b’ application 

”” 

was not prepared to expect the reproachful taokand**! ,DSS ’ ^ 1 

brietv, he thought t1 T «* respectable £ 

not cure his soro le«! wil ut d enH^T lhe facult - y could 

Providence had put into his hands He "n ^^ g ?°‘?^S 5which 
within two weeks from my first Sit hoWever « a "d 

all his symptoms. The diarrhm-, v ” aS a " amelioration of 
^ P hC dlarrhffia disappeared, the swelling, heat. 
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itching, and redness of the limbs diminished, his breathing became 
less stertorous, and his sleep improved. The watery humour had 
changed into a thick, purulent secretion. After this change was ef¬ 
fected in the morbid secretion, the following was applied morning 
and evening in conjunction with the above-prescribed course of me¬ 
dicines and regimen:—R. Acidi nitrici, jj.; Adipis suillai, fly.; 
Misce. The nurse told me she frequently removed a saucerful of 
scales at a dressing. 

February 17 th .—The legs soft, and healing rapidly. All the 
symptoms improved. Continued same treatment. 

March 22t/.—Took my leave of the patient Legs soft. Eruption 
gone. Sleeps well. Is able to labour. Adheres to the prescribed re¬ 
gimen. 

February 25rthi 1824.—Capt. B.’s legs are entirely free from any 
eruption or ulcer. His health and activity constantly increasing. 
Adheres to the temperance plan. 

August 1 5th, 1831.—The above patient, now ninety-four years of 
age, is still living, and I presume very well, as I have heard of no 
illness that has occurred to him. 

Remarks .—This extensive eruption and swelling of the limbs pro¬ 
bably prolonged the patient's life, by diverting diseased action from 
the digestive apparatus and brain, and fixing it upon the skin and 
cellular tissue. While labouring in the field, the abundance of per¬ 
spiration, and the salutary employment of the muscular energy, pre¬ 
served such a balance between the income and expenditure of the 
system, as to preserve a tolerable share of health. But on becoming 
more infirm, and gradually relinquishing labour, while the reciprocal 
effects of alcoholic stimuli and high-seasoned food caused him to take 
an equal amount of nutriment, the balance of healthy action was de- 
stroved, and a constant gastro-intestinal disturbance produced. 

At what point, then, did diseased action commence in this case? 
1 answer—in the digestive apparatus. The long-continued practice 
of stimulation and excessive repletion, had established a morbid ap¬ 
petite, requiring such an amount of ingesta to satisfy its cravings as 
to transcend the digestive powers, and thus, to the diseased appe¬ 
tite, was added constant irritation of those pass«%es. Here the dis¬ 
ease commenced—a purely factitious disease—produced by the “re¬ 
freshments” of the distiller, and the boasted blessings of a generous 
table and a good cook. Had this individual shared with the Hindoos 
in their daily allowance of boiled rice, his case never would have 
reached the ears of the faculty. 
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*5“iSSlf “i 1 ""”" “■"V—M- As 

stand the noxious effects of hisT ' a ™ U3 U manifc3ted to with- 
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functions of the skin and the lungs, kidneys and bladder, there can 
be no doubt But my own observation has not furnished any striking 
instances of association in the diseases of the skin and these organs. 

In the various instances of recession and reappearance of erup¬ 
tions which have fallen under my notice, I do not recollect an in¬ 
stance in which the kidneys, spleen, or bladder, have appeared to be 
the seat of the disease which had been thrown vicariously upon the 
dermoid system. 

Disease, in its various metastases, occasionally passes from the 
brain, heart, or uterus, to the cutis, and vice versa. The liability to 
such alternations should be kept in mind, both in reasoning upon cu¬ 
taneous affections, and in their treatment. Yet the pathological con¬ 
nexion of these organs with the skin is manifested so rarely in actual 
practice, as to render it unnecessary to trespass further on the pa¬ 
tience of the reader in its consideration. 

That non-contagious cutaneous diseases, in this climate , generally 
originate from, and are connected with, a previous morbid state of the 
stomach, small intestines, liver, and pancreas, may be further esta¬ 
blished by the following considerations . 

Is/. From analogy. Gout, erratic rheumatism, itching at the nose 
from worms, ophthalmia, amaurosis, sore throat, hysteric paroxysms, 
convulsions, and numerous other irritative diseases, are generally ad¬ 
mitted to arise from sympathetic connexion with these organs. 

2d, From the consideration that the mucous membrane in the im¬ 
mediate neighbourhood of these organs, and lining them, is the in¬ 
tervening barrier between the general system and all noxious sub¬ 
stances swallowed, and is destined to receive their first effects. In 
animals provided with instinct, directing them what to choose and 
reject, this membrane may pass for years without disease. But in 
omnivorous man, this delicate organ is brought in daily contact with 
articles injurious to its texture and functions; such as tea and coffee 
at a temperature wholly insupportable to the skin, distilled liquors 
that cannot be held in the mouth five minutes without sensible pain, 
acrid and corrosive condiments, rich gravies, pastry, sweetmeats, 
and in short all the mischievous inventions that the art of modern 
cookery has congregated from the animal, vegetable, and mineral 
kingdoms. Nor is the quality of these agents all. They are ren¬ 
dered so delicious to the palate, that, in this land of abundance, they 
are taken in at least double the necessary quantity; and the physi¬ 
cian who undertakes to combat American diseases, and overlooks 
these multiplied causes of gastro-intestinal disturbance, has yet to 
learn one of his elementary lessons. I have seen a copious crop of 
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fie 7; ,<c ,,n S P ,m P' cs follo «- 'W ithin a few hours a free indulgence in 
pickles, hard peaches, almonds, nuts, fresh pork, or minccdpie I 
have seen these disturbances as speedily subside by takin- one or 
bvo compound rhubarb pills, or other bitter stomachic. As\n per¬ 
sons are not predisposed to diseases of the skin, other sympathetic 

C / na ^^° Sted Prom tllcse lmxious impressions; but those 
eflbets U r dC i ,S I ? r f d,S P° sition ’ and arc willing to observe the 
Svftion of ar *h C r L ° diCt ’ can P e rccivc an immediate ag- 
Th se ell r rUP af 'r indu 'S in S in ‘ he forbidden diet 

in 111 T ° f S ° SpCedr aS t0 demonstrate that tlie gastro- 
nlestma membrane must be the part that suffers: for it must seem 

nten . f ° Perati ° n ° f an emetic - "hich removes the 

nternal agent and external disturbance together, can eliminate any 

foreign principles that may have found their way into the blood. ‘ 
Od. the proposition is supported by post mortem examinations. 

ncmbrlnlfl 1 T* 1 ° f leS, °" S “ tIlc gastrointestinal mucous 
membrane that have been recently reported in our medical journals, 

show unequivocally that these lesions have heretofore been overlook- 
_ ‘; J ' C5C ,nsta . nces °f ulceration, erosion, thickening, and inllam- 
mation, are precisely what we should expect from the structure and 
bine mns of this membrane. Dr. Gregory remarks that “ the pain 
which accompanies inflammation of the mucous membrane is Xht 
n comparison to that of inflammation of the serous membrane. The 
mtes mal tract is remarkably prone to run into ulcerative action 

and the rapidity of tins action is worthy of note.” Practice 1 

“Pustulous inflammation in the follicles of the mucous membrane 
is a disease which readily assumes a chronic character and often ter¬ 
minates in ulceration of the affected cryptic.” Baylc and Bollard’s 
General Anatomy. “ AVithout attempting to judge of their reciprocal 
influence, it is evident that cutaneous diseases often coincide with 
inflammation of the internal organs.” Biett’s Lectures. “ \ t ti niC s 
diseases of the lungs or alimentary canal are met with, (in disscct- 

pected a ” C /W ( / ° <??r P ' 0 Wh ° Se existcnce haJ “ever been sus- 

pected. Ibid. “Ulcers are very rare on the inner membrane of 

t e trachea and urethra, but very common on the inner membrane of 

4 /; Jr x. a,U - S T • ,ntcsUnes -” Same’s Morbid Anatomy. 

4 -1 he similarity of structure between the skin and gastro-in- 
testmal membrane. Strongly marks the connexion between the dis¬ 
eases of those surfaces. Indeed, these organs are considered in struc 
ture nearly identical by anatomists, from Bichat downward, differ¬ 
ing onlt m the absence of the inner cuticle; and even this is sun 
p led by a diflerent substance lining those parts of the intestinal tract 
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where the epidermis cannot be distinctly separated. The alterations 
of disease from the external to the internal tegumentary membrane, 
and vice versa, arc like the wanderings of erysipelas, erythema, or 
herpes from one part of the skin to another. The blotches of the 
rum-drinker’s face are the mere effects of continuous inflammation, 
and are the index of the scorched and reddened state of the inner 
surface, which has endured the burning stimulus of gallons and bar¬ 
rels of diluted alcohol. But these considerations are too obvious to 
detain the reader longer on this head. 

otlu Another proof that the gastric organs are the primary seat of 
disease in cutaneous affections, is drawn from the fact, that in most 
instances these organs manifest immediate signs of disease in cases 
of sudden recession of eruption from the skin. This is more espe¬ 
cially noticeable in the minor eruptions, such as erythema, roseola, 
lepra, psoriasis, &c. Every physician knows that patients are uni¬ 
formly worse in their general health when their disorders have “struck 
in.” Salt rheum and erysipelas, the former of which in common 
language answers both to lepra and psoriasis of Biett, and the latter 
to erythema, meet us at every corner. In all cases where the pa¬ 
tient’s disorder is not of a grave character, there has been a unifornt 
connexion between the gastric organs and skin in these alternations, 
as evidenced by nausea, faintness, fluttering, pain in the side, stric¬ 
ture about the epigastrium, &c. It is a common occurrence to ob¬ 
serve sore ears and other eruptions in children cured by a sponta¬ 
neous diarrhoea. There is no doubt, however, that the brain and 
lungs do occasionally receive the burden of a receding eruption. 

And here I beg to be distinctly understood, that in establishing the 
connexion between the non-contagious eruptions and the gastric or¬ 
gans, and the fact that these organs are diseased antecedently to the 
skin, I do not pretend to explore the ultimate origin of disease. The 
diseases of both these localities may be, and probably are, the effects 
of an ulterior but obscure cause, influencing the whole habit of body. 
We say of a fatal erysipelas it has “struck to the brain.” But who 
does not know that the inflammation of the external teguments in 
erysipelas is nothing in comparison with that which is produced by 
burns, scalds, &c. and which is attended by no danger? How plain 
it is that the cutaneous inflammation in the febrile form is the mere 
index to the deadly disorder within. The popular pathological opi¬ 
nions of the day would refer the ultimate cause of failure to the brain 
and nervous system. This may be the true explanation: but we are 
to keep in mind that the lesions already alluded to, which late dis- 
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Xh tTEtSr raorc unc,luivocal hthe ^ - d ** 

in^Z S ed 0f bt e ,wr S :?r f l0nS - C0ntinuc ' 1 ^ancons disease be- 
chiofn Mr* d h ’ 13 not im P r «babIe that some fatal mis- 
lift f Ct S . fr ° m S ° mC UltCri ° r Cause had 50 weakened the powers of 

l’,ei, s zr M v° free !' ersM] ^ from ~ 

ancc she used to throw oft upon the skin.”— Heberdcn. 

" ,' aSt , considera(io '> I shall adduce is derived from the 
ture nf Cmp *h Je 1 “ ^ CUrU of cutaneous diseases. Cathartics, tine- 
aerm Ca . nt lar,dcs > and tl,e arsenical solution skilfully managed, and 
accompanied with a strict attention to ,liet will lead to very satis 
factory success in the treatment of these complaints. It has been my 
1 an t .° commence at once with cathartics, mucli in the manner 
recommended by Ur. Hamilton. Calomel, calomel and jalap seDna 
and sulphate ol magnesia, have been favourite articles, and -riven 
ery second day to produce free catharsis. In the intervenin-“days 
' hxat ‘ vc Powdered rhubarb and magnesia. This course shou d 
be continued, if necessary, at least four weeks. ‘ 

As to diet, no absolute rules can be *dven but T Inm i 
known such a patient bear fresh pork, sausages, rich gravies pastry" 
nuts, pickles, raw vegetables, stuffings, acrid condf^enft or a^ 

nuorsandf suljstanccsrccL ‘ ntl y cooked. Cider and all fermented li¬ 
quors and fresh pork I have found partial lariy injurious. I have no¬ 
ticed that melted butter and fat are more indigestible than the same 
icles in a solid state: and this is accounted for on the principle 

tl eso"Ti mast, . catci1 " ith bl ™l and other articles, they render 
these substances impervious to the saliva. Even in a solid state they 
are to be used very sparingly if at all. ^ 

Local applications are always thought necessary by the patient 

ternal remedies. I have found nothing equal to nitric acid and 
lard, in the proportion of one ounce to the pound. If the diseased 
by r the C |iy llC h r 0t and mflamcd ’ the obitment should be weakened 
dehveii i i 7 r" C, - 1U r ° f lard ’ and this should be 

remedies* ind, , C1 “ eS S0,ne im P™vement from the internal 

remedies. 1 formerly used to raise the lard to a lift!, heat and *2 

ointment f * ' e acid ’ w,l ' cl1 "' as thu3 decomposed, ami an oxygenated 
01 ' 7 ,15 * ias appeared to me more efficacious than the 

ete dn° mP "l , fT f, ”'" ,Cd without 1,eat This should be applied every 

sS of «i Sr , “T m0rni,,S b7 a ‘ e P id “'kaline wash, con- 
b 0 J* the sub-carbonate of potash or soda, to one pound of 
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water. When the eruption is general, an occasional warm bath in 
the evening, containing from four to eight ounces of one of the above 
articles, would be desirable. 

Should the skin not become decidedly improved in four weeks, the 
cathartics should be suspended. The daily administration of an ape¬ 
rient, of rhubarb and magnesia, with a blue pill, every evening, will 
often effect a cure if continued several weeks, and if the patient can 
be brought to a rigid obedience of the rules of regimen. 

If these measures fail, let five drops of the tincture of cantharides 
be given every morning for six days, when it will be proper to in¬ 
crease the dose, one drop daily, till heat at the epigastrium, or symp¬ 
toms of strangury, show that it has arrived at the maximum dose. 
The medicine can then be continued in a somewhat less quantity for 
four or six weeks from commencing its use. By this very moderate 
medication, the patient is acquiring more restraint over his morbid 
appetite by his lengthened discipline: an acquisition of great mo¬ 
ment to an individual possessed of a predisposition to cutaneous af¬ 
fections. 

Should the cantharides fail, continuing all other means, it would 
be necessary to commence the use of Fowler’s arsenical solution, in 
the dose of three drops every morning, eating a light breakfast, and 
gradually increasing it to twenty drops. In the dose of twenty drops 
twice a-day, I have known it produce surprising effects in the rapid 
disappearance of an extensive cutaneous and subcutaneous affection 
of the back. The mucous membrane of the stomach was, however, 
so much irritated by these powerful doses, that a severe ophthalmia 
was sure to be produced if the medicine was continued over ten days 
at once. 

If» by thorough explanations and arguments, the patient can be 
brought to a compliance with the prescribed diet, and made to feel 
that thence forward he is to use great caution in the indulgence of 
appetite, the most difficult point is gained. This difficulty is the 
grand reason why we meet with so many incurable cases. It will 
be seldom in our climate, that, with this point gained, one of the 
above courses, and generally that of cathartics, will fail to restore 
the patient to health. 

The inquiry arises, and it shall be despatched very shortly, how 
does the inode of treatment illustrate the connection between the dis¬ 
eases of the gastric organs and the skin? No language can form a 
more appropriate answer than the following, applied by Dr. Good 
to a singular and very obstinate case of lichen: “ The patient was at 
length fortunate enough to be put upon a brisk course of calomel, of 
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for T w| SaJthe , d - !SCipICS ° f Bnouss A«, is substituting one disease 

is admitted a w' S pr . oducms ,,lternal perturbation. “ The charge 
• e apply our remedial agents to the internal tomi 

« inb;r , , WII H hJ . ; udl „„„ 
ppty theirs to the external surface by means of leeches dnnrh, c ’ 

medicated baths, blisters, cataplasms, L The practice of L, : 

sms is equally a perturbating course, but applied to a dilTerciit part 

latin a toT' n ^ tary ^ Stem ’ With th ' S im P° rtant difference, timbre- 

It, ^ 

J , • V n k wn actlon of arsenic the skin points out its 
eflect internally. If a solution of tartrate of antimon/be frenuentlu 

^' Cn " a . patle " tln pecipneumony, to the extent his stomach can 
bear, and if it be prevented from passing below the stomach and 
duo enum by calomel and opium, there ^produced a “pus 
tules on the membrane in question, as is demonstrated b/the pus¬ 
tules which appear m the mouth and fauces. And this has Ionian 

mTthod oHreaS n faCt ° rJ of the su ««s of the Italian 

me hod ot treating pneumonic inflammation; that, by blisters exter 

nally, and a factitious disease in the msophagus, Stomach ‘and To. 

artifid’ f 0m ant "" 0n - v ’ lhe organ originally diseased is surrounded by 
artificial inflammat.on, and by the cooperation of the calomcland 

from w-d Ct ?’ !!’ C St T ach and smaH 'ntostines are tlie seat of injuries 
from u ithout; there disease is first enkindled. By the salutary ten 

fons'with fr* thCSe ° r S anS are al,0 ""l t0 perform XK": 
there w! T (1 ra " smi . ttln S to the sensorium any notice of disease 
nf Z vicarious, morbid action is thrown upon other parts 

( : m? and ’ in P at, ents predisposed, upon the skin. To re- 
move this y,canons action of which the individual complains, we ex- 
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cite impressions in the very seat of the disease, which are styled per¬ 
turbations, but which being artificial, serve to transplant the original 
morb,d action, and substitute a new one. This, after bein-r conti¬ 
nued from two to twelve weeks, wears out or eradicates the original 
disease, and then both the vicarious disorder without and the arti- 
ncial one within necessarily cease. 

Hartford, Conn . August 29lh, 1831. 


Art. A I. On the Use of Conium Maculatum in .Affections of the Fe- 
male Breast, and in Cancerous Ulcerations. By Stephen W. 
\\ illiams, M. D. late Professor of Medical Jurisprudence in the 
.Berkshire Medical Institution. 


I BEG leave to select for the Journal the following cases from my 
medical and surgical note book, in which I have long been in the habit 
of recording what I conceive to be important facts and cases. 

Cancerous ulcerations.—Under this head I propose also to treat of 
the sequelae of mammary abscesses, which, if neglected, frequently 
terminate in cancer. I am inclined to believe that a remedy will vet 
be found for the cure of cancerous affections, and I think tlie faculty 
have underrated the powers of conium maculatum in these cases'. 
This medicine was in high repute with the ancient physicians; pro- 
bab y by them it was too much extolled, and like manv valuable 
medicines which were employed by them, it has, from this circum¬ 
stance. gone into disrepute. Medicine, like other things, has its 
fashions. Within half a century, bleeding and powerful depletions 
have been in and out of fashion at least half a dozen times. Bleeding 
is now m vogue to a great extent, particularly in chronic affections 
ot the lungs and liver. A reaction will probably soon take place, 
lor, like all violent complaints, a crisis soon obtains. I believe 
in no catholicon in any complaint: what may be useful in one may 
not be in another, or even in the same in different individuals 
owing to peculiarities of constitution. Yet I think that facts in fa¬ 
vour or conium maculatum are multiplying. The following have oc¬ 
curred in my practice. I am not able to state them so minutely as 
I could wish, as many years have elapsed since some of them* oc¬ 
curred, and I took no notes of them at the time. 


T "~ l A ' T ? man from 1Iawle - v called upon me in the summer 
ot 180), with an indurated breast Several months previouslvshe had 
*o. XVII.— Nov. 1831. 8 



